
 
 
 

Formative feedback 
 

 
Overall Comments 
Well done for submitting your A4 work Gabriela – it’s great to be working with you on 
your remaining EYV assignments. We discussed your submission and learning log in a 
Google Hangout tutorial on 12/03/2017. Key points discussed are summarized below 
through a combination of Tutor and Student notes (in quotation marks). 
 
Assessment potential 
I understand your aim is to go for the Photography Degree and that you plan to submit 
your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have shown in this 
assignment, providing you commit yourself to the course, I believe you have the potential 
to pass at assessment.  In order to meet all the assessment criteria, there are certain areas 
you will need to focus on, which I will outline in my feedback.     
 
Feedback on assignment  
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration 
of Creativity  
•  “Explain the choice of costume and the Caravaggio influence.”  - We discussed the 
importance of reflecting on creative decisions, not taking any for granted, and showing 
the path to decisions within project planning/ideas development posts. These can 
then be pulled into the final write up and linked out to. 
• “Mention that these are self-portraits.” – same for this, particularly expanding why a 
woman, what does this bring to the images as opposed to a male subject or mix? 
• “Start with the concept so that the reader is clued up before seeing the 
photographs.” – Structure of the assignment text could lead with outlining the concept 
and follow with the process behind the final images, referring to research and ideas 
development posts and summarising key decisions. Focus on challenges that you 
overcame and decisions that were ‘made’ and not on those that weren’t. 
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• “Write a clear explanation on the choice of  selects and the nature of the sequence 
.Why this order? How does this contribute to the narrative ?is it a succession of images 
with a beginning ,middle and end?” – Project planning and development; this also 
relates to the idea of the subject itself, often being a literal narrative – do you want 
your images to explore this idea in the way that they are sequenced? What ways could 
you achieve this? Explore different sequences and record them on your log.  
• “Reflect on the selection, be mindful of variation, some of the pictures are similar in 
terms of information, maybe look at replacing or changing the order.” – ‘Levels 4’ and 
‘Levels 5’ are very similar. Perhaps pick one? I would ay 4 is stronger in terms of the hair 
becoming another object that catches the light and produces a similar colour tone to 
that of the book pages – offering a minimal and stylised colour palette and visual 
rhythm. For me, ‘Levels 6’ is a more successful use of the face and we discussed the 
gaze and eye contact compared to ‘Levels 3’ – what does direct gaze at the 
camera/viewer mean? How does it affect the sequence? 
• The use of the iphone as a light source is an interesting idea, playful and quite 
resourceful – and creates a cool light as opposed to the usual orange glow of tungsten 
or traditional household lights. It also has the potential to draw parallels with the way 
most of us in contemporary society get so easily lost in our phones, but do they offer 
us the same quality of immersive, imaginary experience as the book?  
• ‘Levels 2’ is one of the stronger for me, in the way that the book and garment are lit; 
- the sharpness in these areas, yet allowing for a certain movement of the figure – and 
the subtle and delicate way the fan of sleeve echoes that of the book pages. 
• Image titles – do they need to be Levels 1, 2, 3, etc - or can you come up with more 
imaginative titles. Use research, look at the way artists title their work. 
 
Coursework 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Demonstration of Creativity  
Exercises for this section are submitted on your learning log, which is important as a 
record of your learning. Make sure you allow plenty of time to write out your 
observations and summaries and try to use exercises as opportunities to explore 
assignment ideas where possible. 
 
Research 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   
• What research (as in the photography work or images) informed your creative 

choices for this assignment and the final aesthetic and treatment you opted for? It is 
important to log any and all research that is specifically towards the development of 
the assignment project, where you have taken the initiative to read and reflect on 
independently gathered material and images. Insert illustrations of the work you are 
looking at into your posts so you can use them to refer directly to elements within 
them. 



• To see the potential depth to which we can analyse a given image read Dawn’s 
posts. Here’s the first one in the series: http://weareoca.com/photography/looking-
at-adverts-1/ 

• In all research posts ensure images and quotes are referenced using the Harvard 
system - http://www.oca-student.com/content/harvard-referencing-system-1 
 

Learning Log 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   
• “write in my learning log ALL the research that contributed to the thought process 

and the development of the concept.” – including a write up of your participation in 
the OCA forum with link to the thread. 

• “in terms of editing ,write key points of the brief and use a separate format from my 
own words so that there is a clear separation between the two.” – Avoid filling your 
learning log with copy and pastes of the course handbook/briefs. Whilst it might be 
useful in places to include the brief, ensure this is clearly identifiable and doesn’t 
take precedence over your own personal reflection, exercise summaries and 
observations.  Always make a visual distinction between your writing and the 
writing of others, whether the course author or a quote from a book, essay or article. 

 
Suggested reading/viewing  
Context  
You mentioned rain as a potential subject for A5 – here are a reminder of the works I 
suggested for potential research, and some more I’ve found since: 
Rineke Dijkstra, Beach Portraits, use of water in portraiture - 
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/rineke-dijkstra-2666 
Rut Blees Luxemburg – use of reflections in a series 
https://www.theguardian.com/society/gallery/2009/mar/09/rut-blees-luxemburg-
photography 
Susan Derges - http://colinpantall.blogspot.co.uk/2015/09/susan-derges-water-life-
and-photography.html 
Bettina Von Zwehl - http://www.bettinavonzwehl.com/rain.html 
 
Use of Light: 
Michal Iwanowski - http://www.michaliwanowski.com/ne/4577310614 
Painter, Liam O Connor – Mobile Phone as a Candle http://liamoconnor.net/Projects/_-
Mobile-phone-as-a-Candle 
 
Alongside the course reading lists provided and also the WeAreOCA blog/study 
resources, here are some sources I think you would be interested to look at and follow: 
European Prospects: http://www.europeanprospects.org/artists 
Photomonitor: http://www.photomonitor.co.uk 
Image Makers, Image Takers (publication) by Anne-Celine Jaeger 
http://www.thamesandhudson.com/Image_Makers_Image_Takers/9780500288924 

 
Pointers for the next assignment / assessment 



• Prints for A3 and printing for A5: 
Great to see A3 prints. Remember to also log your printing experiments and 
processes. If possible, I would recommend creating prints in Photoshop/Lightroom 
with slightly larger white borders for handling, perhaps even around 1.5cm and this 
can be more in some cases and depending on the size of the paper (always worth 
noting the printing of exhibitions when you go visiting, for inspiration) 
- If you can’t access this software, then contact your printer to see if they can help. I 
have used Pro Am for a long time, as they are affordable and very helpful. Take a 
look at the kind of professional services they offer and what would be good to aim 
towards: http://www.proamimaging.com/ 
 - Label your prints on the reverse with at least the image title, project/assignment 
title, name, student number. I recommend standard or Avery printer labels which 
can look more professional if designed neatly and with a font that isn’t to clunky 
and big. 
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